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Hansa did not contribute sufficiently to the resources
of the English Crown ; that it was prejudicial to the
English navy, because it refused to employ any
vessels but its own ; that it harmed the very quality
of English cloth, for the makers, seeing the Hansa
would be sure to buy, presented them often with
inferior qualities. An amusing complaint is the
following : Whereas, say the memorialists, the Han-
seatics are all bachelors, they greatly injure English
trade at Antwerp, because the increased leisure this
state gives them, allows of their trading more ex-
tensively and actively. Further, they once more
brought forward the time-honoured objection that
the Hansa would permit of no reciprocity, and while
nominally allowing the English to settle in their
towns, crippled their trade by heavy taxation and
vexatious regulations.

That these assertions were not without foundation,
not even the Hansa could deny. They could but
point to ancient charters to justify them in a mea-
sure. The result of this last formal complaint was,
however, that the Privy Council decided that hence-
forth the Hansa should abstain from importing
English cloth into the Netherlands, and that the
quantity of undyed goods they might export be re-
duced by two-thirds. They further added that any
infraction of these orders would result in entire sup-
pression of all privileges.

The Hansa, who did not easily own themselves
beaten, and who desired at all costs to hinder their
rivals from supplanting them, sent various embassies
in the course of the next few years to the Court of